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25 January 2024 NR24-001  

BSS Welcomes Calor Confirmation of the continued supply of 3.9kg propane and 4.5kg 
butane cylinders 

 
Just before Christmas, Calor’s Network Team reaffirmed that Calor is to continue to supply the 

3.9kg propane and 4.5kg butane cylinder sizes and is working hard to return supply to normal as 

soon as possible. 

The BSS welcomes this latest announcement to continue to supply these smaller cylinders as it 

could mean that boaters may not need to make any changes to the boat’s LPG system to suit a 

different size of cylinder. 

We appreciate Calor listening to the concerns of the BSS, boating groups as well as the many 

individuals since its original announcement this time last year.  

Calor has advised us that: 

‘We can confirm that we continue to supply and refill 3.9kg propane and 4.5kg butane 

cylinders and will not be phasing them out of circulation as announced last year. 

Customers using these cylinder sizes told us they were frustrated by the limited availability 

of alternatives. We listened to their concerns and during 2023 we reviewed options for 

maintaining supply.  
 

‘We have continued to fill a small number of these cylinder sizes during the review period. 

Following recent modernisation to our filling plants and cylinder refurbishment facilities, 

we can now start to increase supply, but it will take some time for cylinders requiring 

refurbishment to be returned to circulation. Therefore, while supplies remain limited, we 

can only exchange cylinders on a one-for-one basis and so are currently unable to swap 

large cylinders for small or issue new cylinders. When the situation changes, we will 

communicate this.  
 

‘We are starting to increase the number of these cylinder sizes into our retail network and 

Calor Distribution Centres. it will take time to return supply to normal, but we are 

working hard to do this as soon as possible and will keep customers informed.’  

 

Continues….. 
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Contin/d… 

The BSS advice to boaters is to, where possible, be patient in considering if any changes to the 

LPG system are necessary. If changes are needed, we urge boater owners to find competent 

professionals in local boats yards, or through the Gas Safe Register 

www.gassaferegister.co.uk/find-an-engineer-or-check-the-register/ and ensure any changes are safe 

and compliant with boat LPG Codes of Practice and the BSS Requirements which are available on 

the BSS website www.boatsafetyscheme.org/requirements-examinations-certification/ . 

- ENDS –
NOTES FOR EDITORS

The BSS is a public safety project owned jointly by the Canal & River Trust, registered as a charity with the 
charity number 1146792, and the Environment Agency.  At least 14 other navigation and harbour authorities 
have also adopted it. The navigation authorities’ purposes for the Scheme are to help reduce the risks of fire, 
explosion and pollution on small craft. This is done by promoting fire safety and pollution avoidance advice 
to help boat owners keep themselves and their crews’ safe as well as regular examination of fuel systems, 
gas systems, electrical systems and appliances. The BSS is responsible for the administration and supervision 
of the BSS Examination processes. 

BSS certification has a life span of four years. Navigation authorities using the Scheme usually require BSS 
Certification at the time of licensing, registration, toll renewal or similar. The Certification is achieved when 
a boat is found to be compliant with all the BSS Requirements relevant for that boat. These can be freely 
downloaded or read on www.boatsafetyscheme.org . The compliance check is carried out by authorized 
and independent practitioners known as BSS Examiners. 

http://www.gassaferegister.co.uk/find-an-engineer-or-check-the-register/
https://www.boatsafetyscheme.org/requirements-examinations-certification/
http://www.boatsafetyscheme.org/

